CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  8thDECEMBER 2005.

Present:
David Brown : Chair.



Tim Harker



Becki Withers :Vice Chair


Eddie Quirk


Nick Conder




Jonny Sykes


Simon Falla  (Co-opted during Meeting)
 
David Clark : Parish Clerk


In attendance : 2 Parishioners. 
ITEM 1 :   




APOLOGIES :  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey.

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  Cllr Conder declared possible interest in Item 10 and a prejudicial interest in Item 13.2.
ITEM 3 :   CO-OPTION TO FILL CASUAL VACANCY
3.1
The Chair noted that the electorate had not sought a by-election and Members were authorised to proceed with co-option :  he then asked for the proposal of candidates.  Cllr Harker proposed Mr S O Falla: no other proposals were made.  The Chair called for a vote and Mr Falla was elected unanimously.  Mr Falla then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (filed with these Minutes), undertook to submit the form of Register of Interests within 28 days,  and took his seat on the Parish Council. 
 
ITEM 4 :  APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 3rd November 2005 was proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Conder ,  and approved..  

ITEM  5 :  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
5.1
Dragon’s Teeth Pilot Scheme (Item 6.1)  It was agreed that this should be progressed under the more generic term of Verge Protection pilot scheme and that the impact of trimming of adjacent hedges be seen  before proceeding with a case to WCC. Action to be decided at next Meeting.  Agenda action : Clerk
5.2
Web-site (Item 6.2)  The KDC advice of progress to date with the Wiltshire Partnership web-site and the impending approach from Community First was noted. 
5.3
Peel House/Green Boundary (Item 15.3)  Cllr Withers stated no further action was required.
ITEM  6 :  FINANCE
6.1
F/Y 2006/06:  after discussion of the proposed Forecast of Outcome for the current year and associated ‘risk assessment’, Cllr Sykes proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr Conder and agreed by all. The Chair advised that risk assessment should be re-visited later in the financial year – agreed..    
6.2
Amenity Skip:  Approval of payment of £55.00 to KDC for the October (Lower Chute) amenity skip was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.
6.3
Auditor’s Services: Cllr Withers confirmed sending flowers to Mrs Nuala Orlick at agreed cost of £30.00.  Refund was proposed by Cllr Conder, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all. 
6.4
Bus Shelter: The quality of the repairs to the Bus Shelter had been accepted and the Chair confirmed that the bill for £595.00 from Mr P Milford (Grandis) had therefore been paid on 15 November as anticipated at Item 15.6 of the last Minutes.  This was agreed by all.  The Clerk confirmed that the insurers had now paid the associated claim – less the excess of £100.00 
ITEM  7 :  PRECEPT FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2006-07
7.1
With one minor adjustment, initial examination of the components of the Precept proposed by the Clerk/RFO produced general approval.  However, the resultant funding demand for £4,600.00 represented an increase of  £500 or 12% over the current year and, although many of the cost increases were externally driven, this was agreed to be unwelcome. Re-examination therefore focussed on the reserve provision and, after discussion,  Cllr Sykes proposed that the increase in Precept should be cut back to £300.00 or 6% and that this be achieved primarily through recognition that the reserve provision for Bus Shelter maintenance was unnecessary.  This was seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.  The Chair would therefore co-sign (with the Clerk) a precept for a total of £4,300.00.  The Clerk/RFO to adjust the Precept calculation accordingly for the record.    Action   : Clerk/RFO.
ITEM  8 :  :  COMMUNITY CLEANSING GRANT
8.1
The Chair confirmed that he and Cllr Withers had met ex-cttee to discuss uses for this year’s KDC grant of £100.00.  Options ranged from provision of an additional amenity skip, through an anti-fly tipping campaign , to a scheme to socially involve community youth in ‘ownership’/responsibility for general cleanliness of the Upper Chute Bus Shelter. Cllr Sykes summarised by proposing (1st) that £55.00 of the grant should be allocated to an additional – post Christmas - amenity skip (location at Village Hall as ‘central point’ subject to agreement from Trustees) and (2nd) that the Chair and Cllr Withers should explore the establishment of an incentive scheme to involve the youth of the community as discussed – the balance of £45 to be held against material costs and a possible prize.  This was seconded by Cllr Withers and agreed by all.  Application for a similar grant for next year was also agreed.

 ITEM  9 :  SURVEY OF PARISH WELLS
9.1
The Chair advised that the Chartered Surveyors with expertise in this field which he had identified had provided informal confirmation that they would assess structure and condition of the two Parish wells for a sum not exceeding £300 – ie within budget provision :  he sought agreement to take this forward.  Proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Conder, agreed by all. Action : Chair.
ITEM  10 :  ‘BUTTS HILL TO WILD WINDS’ TRACK WIDTH
10.1
(Cllr Conder withdrew for this item)  The Clerk advised that a response to the letter seeking advice of the width of the track was still awaited from the Land Registry.  The Chair noted that the delay was no surprise given the need to research their pre-computerisation archives. Action : Clerk to KIV
ITEM  11 :  AMBULANCE DELAY &  RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA 
11.1
The Clerk summarised the position , indicating that WAS had now provided comment on the Ambulance delay on 7th August and had supplied an e.copy of a residence location data-base for the area. No response had been received however from the Hampshire Ambulance Service. 
11.2
Cllr Sykes then reported/confirmed that, since the last meeting, he had experienced considerable difficulties in obtaining an emergency ambulance response when his wife had had a riding accident. He was prepared to provide detail but, in essence, the WAS staff who took his call had had considerable difficulty in establishing the whereabouts of Chute let alone his residence and the arrival of the ambulance had been subject to significant and worrying delay.   The position was then discussed at some length.
11.3
The Chair’s assessment  was that there was justification for considerable concern over the ongoing pattern of difficulty experienced in obtaining an adequate response by emergency ambulances, this despite the efforts made to co-operate in the improvement of the residence location data available to WAS crews for this rural area.  He proposed now to escalate the Council’s concerns. This was agreed by all.  He would, in the meantime, personally review the data-base supplied by WAS.Action: Chair
ITEM  12 :  GRITTING OF PARISH ROADS – REVIEW OF WCC POLICY
12.1
Cllr Sykes noted that, following recent snow-fall, the condition of roads in the Parish had been hazardous due to absence of salt/grit treatment.   Discussion established that there were no primary or ‘precautionary treatment’ roads in the Parish and it was probably unrealistic to seek change given budgetary constraints on the County Council. There was a secondary route running through the Parish which would be treated if poor conditions persisted.  Concern should be focussed on whether the facility this provided could be significantly improved by some small extensions.  Cllr Sykes agreed to investigate primary routes used by Parishioners – eg those used to access work and schools – and identify where a case could be made to extend the existing WCC secondary treatment route.  Action : Cllr Sykes.
ITEM  13 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
13.1
Record of actions since the last meeting  - there were none.
13.2
Review of position on Application K/53108/F ‘Wild Winds’  (Cllr Conder withdrew for this item). The Clerk noted receipt of a courtesy copy of a letter to KDC from the agents acting on behalf of the applicant: this responded to the points made in the Council’s comments on the application: he then read out each .  It was agreed that the Council’s concerns had been reasonably addressed and that their position was as initially stated in their comments to KDC:  ie  they were generally supportive and had no objection to the application.  It was agreed that the Clerk should acknowledge receipt of the copy letter from the Agent and thank them for the courtesy.
13.2.1
The Clerk then drew attention to the unfortunate confusion caused by the advice from KDC on 5 October to the effect that they owned a major part of the access track from Butts Hill  to ‘Wild Winds’ – this had been quoted in the Parish Council’s comments on the Planning Application.  KDC had subsequently, letter dated 10 November, provided a written correction. This states that KDC does not own the access road but, rather, has a right of access over the road.  It was agreed that a copy of this correspondence should be sent to the applicant to clarify the position.

 13.2.2
The Chair then adjourned the meeting briefly to allow the members of the public to speak.  The comments made could be summarised as expressing concerns over the practicality of access of the required building trade vehicles to the Wild Winds site.  The Chair noted that these were not issues dealt with by the (KDC) planning staffs and to the extent that the use of the track could be said to threaten it’s ‘condition’ all those with a right of access including KDC and the Parish Council could have future legitimate concern.
ITEM  14 :  APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
13.1
The Chair noted that there was now only one nominee: he would be approached with a view to nomination at the next meeting – subject to any other proposals at that meeting.  Action : Agenda

ITEM  15 :  VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
15.1
The Chair noted that the VDS Team had provided the latest draft for comment/acceptance ‘by Christmas’ : circulated by e.mail on 20 November.  It was decided that, despite the suggested deadline, the matter was too important to enable a final position to be adopted before the next (12th January) meeting.  The Chair would discuss with interested parties out of committee to facilitate this. 
ITEM  16 :  STATUTORY DUTY TO HAVE REGARD TO PURPOSES OF AONB’s ETC
16.1
The Clerk had obtained a copy of the DEFRA Guidance Note on this subject and read the key elements setting out the statutory duties of the Council. The Chair confirmed that he had read the Guide with care and that observance of the duties did not conflict with the existing objectives and procedures of the Council.   The Clerk then read the form of words which he proposed should be included in Standing Orders to record their duties and acceptance of them – he noted that the Council’s own procedures would require Members to re-visit their commitment at each Annual Meeting.  Acceptance of the proposal was proposed Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Falla, and agreed by all.   Action : Clerk to amend S.Os as agreed.
ITEM  17 :  PROPOSED POLICE RE-ORGANISATION
16.1
The Chair advised that he had attended a KDC briefing on the Government proposals and drew attention to the WCC response – e.mailed by the Clerk.   In summary, the Police accepted the need for some degree of re-organisation but there were concerns over the degree and form of amalgamation now proposed. One local concern had to be that under the present organisation the Parish lay on a border and would continue to do so under the new proposals.  Papers on the subject together with a questionnaire would be circulated.
ITEM  18 :  POLICE RECRUIT TRAINING
18.1
Cllr Harker reported that he was taking this forward as agreed. He would report back later.

ITEM  19 :  ALLOTMENTS/’LONGVIEW’ BOUNDARY
19.1
The Clerk advised of a verbal request from Mrs Mustey of ‘Longview’ on 18 November for assistance in clarifying her boundary with the allotment area. He then produced a copy of the Council’s land certificate for the allotment area.  The Chair noted that boundary matters were always a matter of potential sensitivity.  It was agreed that a sub-group comprising the Chair, Cllr Quirk, Cllr Sykes, and the Clerk should walk the ground first and , once the matter was clear, to then consult with interested parties.  Action targeted pre-Christmas : Cllrs to propose suitable date/time by e.mail – copy to Clerk.   Action: sub-group Members.
ITEM  20 :  MEMBERS’ SPECIAL INTERESTS
20.1
It was agreed that, now all positions had been filled, Members should review possible coverage of special interest subjects ex-Cttee : to be resolved at next Meeting. Action : All Members
ITEM  21 :  COMMUNITY AWARDS 2006
21.1
Tidworth Development Trust would accept nominations until mid-February. A number of possible nominees were identified and it was agreed that final selection should be made at next meeting.

ITEM  22 :  KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD – REPORT

22.1
The report provided – circulated with agenda – was noted.  It was agreed that a fuller position would become evident when the position and accounts were presented at the Annual Parish Meeting in April.
ITEM  23 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
23.1
‘Spillage’ by Recycling Crews  was reported.  The Clerk had already spoken to KDC staff about this.

23.2
Fireworks.  Problems caused by fireworks were discussed and a recurrence at New Year was a concern but too late for cautionary note in ‘Chronicle’. Members would review actions possible ‘ex-cttee’.
23.3





































Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 12th January and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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Dated


